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The deepening of the-crisis and the 
nerease in the class struggle 
ultiplies the number of taske 
fecing communists. The CWO has 
responded to this challenge, but the 
ever increasing costs of materials, 
transport, ete. mean financial 
difficulties. If you agree with the 
ideas put forward in Workers" Voice, 
help to extend and build its wor! 
with a donation. Send to the group 
Address. Or send us a supporters! 
subseription; £10 to receive all our 
publications and to aid our work. 
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ionday, 13.4.81.Evening. Helicopter 
with searchlight still overhead. 
Police stations full of detained 
"rioters", picked up at random. 
Looters afrested and tortured, 
broken arms and legs. 

The Labour left say it was the 
of the Tories. The Newsline 
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selling bigger Quantities of gooas. 
They can only do this by reducing 
prices, and 80 competition intensifies 
and inevitably the producers with the 
least advanced machinery are destroyed. 
THE BOSSES’ SOLUTION 
The bosses" response to the crisis has 
been to concentrate the industry into 
larger and larger units to install 
more productive machinery and increase 
exploitation of those workers not made 
redundant by the new machines. 

In 1939 there were 33 independent 
car companies in the U.K. In 1963 
there were only 5 major producers and 
2 minor ones; in 1961 there are 4. In 
other count: a lar concentration 
has occurred. In Germany there are 4 
major producers, in France 2, in Italy 
land 2 minor ones and in Japan 2 
major and 3 minor ones. At the same 
time international link-ups are taking 
place, BL is to build a now car in 
conjunction with Honda. Alfa Romeo is 
to build a new factory near Naples to 
produce cars in conjunction with Datsun, 
Innocenti is building engines with 
Daihatsu of Japan. isuzu (Japan) is 
to make axles for General Motors' new 
J car. Fiat and Peugot/Oitroen are 
jointly producing a New engine, and 
Volkswagen is combining with Datsun to 
build a Passat Tact Japan. These 
—ups are part of the global 
concentration of the motor industry and 
are ained at ac! ng greater profit 


ability and improving eac rms 
sompetitive position. If the process 
as allowed to go on the whole indust 


sompanie: P 
like the U.K. would be ende 
at the same time nation states 
taking over their industries to prevent 
national bankruptcy. 

One of the methods 
protect local industry : 
controls. The U.S. has just forced 
Japan to limit its imports which last 
year took 29% of the market. Mhis is 
despite the fact that all the 
Japanese motor comp 2 
are approximately 20% owned. by. 
capital and Japanese profits are 
partly U.S. profits. The U.K. and 
Japan have a ‘voluntary! import limit- 
ation scheme, France limits Japanese 
imports to 3% of +i et and Italy 
limits them to only 2,000 cars per 

are using inter- 


he Japanese 
al agreements to build factories 


they 


ies as a way of g 
ionist measures 
Datsun's plans to build its 

ies in Britain and 
this strategy. 
The bosses are 
investment in new 
is to spend £3002 


also planning massive 
machinery. Ford U.K. 
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and Japanese ani U.S. investment is 
even larger. Together with the new 
investment old plants are being closed 
and production concentrated in fewer 
factories. Plants don't need to be 
very old to be closed ei- The Rover 
plant at Solihull was only built in 


1976 and was then hailed as the most 
modern and advanced in Europe! 

This machinery has, of course, 
meant tremendous increases in exploit- 
ation for those workers who are not 
made redundant. Before the lst World 
War no manufacturer produced more than 
1 car per man per year. By 1935 
British workers were producing 2.8 
cars per man per year. By 1955 it was 
8.5 at BMC, 16 at Volkswagen and 18 in 
the U.S. ‘@he new Metro line at BL is 
at present producing 19 cars per 
worker per year, and when it's working 
at full capacity this will rise to 25! 
Japanese car workers, meanwhile 
produce 30. 

If we assume a BL worker is paid 
the equivalent of 2 cars per yea 
this means that in an 8 hour day he 
now produces his wages in the first 
50 minutes; whereas in 1965 it took him 
2 houre. From 1965 to 1980 the rate 
of exploitation has increased 240%! 
This process is going on worldwide. 

The bosses pretend it is lazy workers 
who are the cause of the crisis. Two 
years ago Michael Edwardes was telling 
BL workers how much more productive 
Italian workers were and warning then 
that they must work harder. The Fiat 
car boss, Agnelli, complained to 


journalists last year that "although 
Italian workers are paid 20% less than 
German workers, n workers are 37% 
more productive". Italian workers 
must, he sa ork harder. This year 
in West Germany the Economics Minister, 
Count Lambsdorff, told car worke 

that Japanese workers were far more 
productive. Japanese workers, he s. 
work 20% longer hours and qnly get 
£3.70 per hour whereas German workers 
get £5.50 per hour. German workers, 

he concluded, must work harder. 
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POSITION OF THE WORKERS 


Throughout western Europe and the U.S 
the bosses have pushed through redun— 
dancies and lower wages with the help 
of the unions. At BL the unions told 
the workforce to vote for the Edwardes 
recovery plan - that is, vote for 

plant closures, redundancies and wage 
cuts! ‘ne unions then called off 
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The 1361 revolt failed because o 
the wealmess of the revolutionaries. 
The revolt included the rising 
bourgeoisie (rich peasants, merchants) 
who wanted the free development of 
capita r 
revolt!s defeat, 
eventually to ictory for 
they _had not been strong enough 
in 1381. In alliance with the 
bourgec at time were the 
possessed labourers ani urban poor, 
a disorganised and wretched class 
unable to impose 11 on society. 
this Class was eventually to 
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h_ the working class "behaving 
elf", with Communi: 
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Witterand's government, the idea o 
a Socialist president, after 23 years 
of Right-wing rule, held no terrors 
the French bourgeoisie. 
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formed "free! trade union 
to the fore. The 
imew from 
mce that resort to the 
and direct confrontation 
he State would lead to blood- 
._ They saw in Solidarity a 
"non-political" way to 
eforms, an organisation 
ed by the mass of the workers 
would stand up for their 
real interests. As the masses put 
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their trust in this new organ- 
isation, the mass organs created 
during the struggle - strike 
committees linked up into inter 
factory committees — disappeared. 
As Solidarity gained control over 
the struggle strikes were kept 
separate (and therefore less 
effective) from each other in time 
and place. As early as last autumn 
WaleSa had joined the Government 
and the Catholic Church in #* 
appealing to striking workers to 
return to work "in the nation's 
interest", Although the less 
perceptive "hardliners" in the 
Russian Politburo and the Polish 
Communist Party (PCE) may not 
Fecognise it, ‘the Polish ruling 
class has found a valuable weapon 
which it can use inside the working 
class to defer 
organisation whi 
Glass believes is genuinely 
representing it is much more useful 
for getting workers 
greater exploitati| 
standards than any 
openly app: 


ng to recon 
able = the 
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"We have recommended to all t 
branches of Solidarity not to 
make new claims for wage 
nereases without the agreement 
the union leadersnip — and 
not to undertake new strikes. 
Despite this, Solidarity's ori 
and the opposition to the union 
from Communist Party "hardliners" 
inside Poland and from the rest of 
the Governments in the Eastern 
bloc, mean that it is still 
relatively easy for it to maintain 
a reputation of independence from 
the State even though it is really 
operating on behalf of/ the: ruling 
class. 
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The union orficials 
quickly become cut off from 
mass of the working class. 
example, in Gdansk the town 
offered the ‘Hotel Monopol' 
8 local 
union duly took over the building, 
putting 300 hotel workers out of a 
job in the process. Walesa's 
"common sense" solution to this 
roblem was that the town council 
d find these people work. 
The union has not been able to 
avay with these anti-working class 
activities without provoking some 
i For example, in the 
x workers have 
demanded the removal of the 
Solidarity representative, Anna 
Walentynowicz, for fai 
represent their views. Last 
summer Walentynowicz was one of 
3 of the strike 
movement there 
he reason for these develop. 
ments is not merely because the 
union come bureaucratised 
because indiv Solidarity 
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is unjer pressure from 
the reforming Polish 
Party leaders ave under 
pressure from Moscow. The 
tolerance of the Politburo for 
formist movement within a "fellow 
ocialist" country has been accompanied 
e start by barely disguised 
Ss of armed intervention. For 
past ten months or so, however, 
the Polish Party has been given lee- 
fay to put its own house in order. 
@he reason for this is that the 
Polish events have occurred in differ— 
ent objective circumstances to the 
Hungarian uprising of 1956 or the 
‘Prague Spring" of Czechoslovakia in 
1968. In ie 1980s the Russian ruli: 
class is well aware of the immense 
economic burden and military strain 


Warsaw Pact occupation of Poland 
would place on Russian imperialism. 
Like everywhere else, Russia is fee 
ng the effects of the world -economic 
crisis and is in no position to buy 
off local opposition by any substan- 
tial increases in economic aid as 
happened in Hungary after 1956. 

(he USSR is already giving Poland 
large supplies of ray materials such 
as Oil and gas for nothing in return.) 
The option of financing an economic 
turn with loans from the West (as 
happened in Czechoslovakia after 1968) 
has already been tried and failed. 
loreover, the period of Bast—West 
detente" has resulted in much closer 
economic links between the two imper- 
ialist blocs than in 1956 or 1968. 
ussia itself has greater trade links 
with the West than ever before and a 
eatern trade emtargo in the even 

a Warsaw Pact occupation of Poland 
would seriously weaken Russia 


A military clampdown in Polani 
would not just be a simple matter of 
moving in to purge the Communist Party 
of reformists and replacing the leaden 
ship with a pro-Moscow faction. 

Unlike in Czechoslovakia in 1968 ,the 
reformist movement in the Polish 
Gommunist Party has developed f 
mass movement outside the Party. 
(Russia is having iS 

inding a pro-Moscow factio: 

massive deployment of troops 1 
every major town in Poland would be 
necessary to crush this movement. 
This ig at a time when Russia is 
committed to a war in Afghanista: 
joreover, in July 1980 Russia had 
jone nothing to prepare its own po: 
ulation for an invasion of a country 
that is one of its most important 
allies. It wou 

or the Russian | 


have been difficult 


at a time of str 
workers in fog 
Russian Lithuania. 

Against all this, However, the 
‘act remains thet Russian inpdriaiion 
cannot tolerate any military — 
weakening of me 
key strate; z 
mperiaiis erence sys tens (WnicH 

TP called the Warsaw Pact for 
nothing!) ‘The emergence of a Polish 
Centra! Committee not fi under 
Moscow's control would be a sign of 
the Teebleness of Russian imperialism. 
there is no doubt that 
Russia can get tanks to 
Waraav at a monent!s notice. Monsh- 
long military manoeuvres on Polish 
territory have seen to that. What's 
more the working class in Russia, 
Bast Germany and Ozechoslovakia have 
been bombarded with propaganda about 
the "counter-revolutionary" 
from Solidarity in Poland. 
ominous 


Meanwhile, 
vres inside Pola: 
sts in the Communist Party 
up of the Katowice stooge on: 
Forum ané attempts at 2 coup 
of Kania from the Gent: 
Gommittee) have teen tried 


to oust the reform- 
(setting 
position 
to get 


Stave off grass roots! 
reforms by publicising Moscow's letter 
of June 7th, with ite clear threat 
that "socialist Poland ... will not 
be abandoned by us", the Russian 
Politburo has published the same _ 
letter to explain to its own working 
lass why military intervention is 
necessary, If Kania keeps to his 
decision to allow free elections for 
the 9th Party Congress in July then 
the reformists will triumph. It was 
the victory of reformists within the 
ruling Party which triggered the 
invasions of Hungary in 1956 ang 
Czechoslovakia in 1968. Thus, the 
question that will be asked at the 
Warsaw Pact Summit in Bulearia in 
mid-June will not be "Shall 

invade?" but, "When do we invade". 


REVOLUTION 
THE ONLY CHOICE FOR THE 
WORKING CLASS 


The Polish working class has lived 
under the shadow of Russian invasion 
for almost 12 months. That shadow 
bag grovn darker recently, while? 
Solidarity nas seen to it that the 


class' capacity to fight is weaker. 
The highpoint of last 
yeer's strikes in Poland was not 
the official recognition of 
Solidarity but the willingness of 
the Polish workers to strike 
sympathy with each other; the mass 
nyolvement of workers through the 
ormation of strike committees and 
the beginnings of a higher tr: 
class organisation, to general 
the struggle with tne 
appearance of the inter-fecto: 
strike committee in the Gdansk 
area. This mass movement was a 
ect threat to the State and 
mtained wi he possibility 
a more serious challenge to 
Factory . 
ked up district by 
form workers! councils 
iets) of recallable delegates, 
are the basic organa of workers 
self-govermnent. Practically it 
have been only a short step 
rv the Polish workers' movement of 
jast year to have extended its 
strike committees and transformed 
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solution is our destruction 
The only other alternative 
: 8 to take up arms, 
Tesurrect the class organisations they 
ereated last ounmer (mass strike 
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© pre- 
woud 
be Zacing the ¢ Warsaw 
Peet Bilite’ In this situation they 
Gan only rely on the international 
arity of the Eastern European 
workers both in and out o: 
paralyse Russian Given 
‘he facts that the class eneny has 
had 12 months to prepare to crush 
the class, and that the Pol: 
workers have not yet created a r 
utionary leadership aware of the 
issues at Stake, the chances of 
victory appear very slim. 
‘These chances wiil be even slimmer 
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if the workers wait for ¢ Russian in- 


vasion, since an uprising then will 
certeinly be dominated by nationa. 
| (as in Hungary 25 years ago 
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